FIRST YEAR                     LISTENING TEXT              SEPTEMBER 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Good morning to all you nature lovers and thank you for coming today.  We always begin our weekly walks on the first of May as you know, and this year is no exception, even though there is one change today. We usually start our walks from the old railway station, but the road to the station is temporarily closed today and so we’re meeting directly in the heart of Milton Wood. / Fortunately, it hasn’t rained for a while so the ground is dry and good for walking. The sun is just coming out but there are quite a few clouds in the sky, so with any luck, the day should stay quite cool – just right for our excursion. / There’s lots of beautiful countryside outside the wood and, once we leave the trees behind, we will be discovering a bit of that gorgeous landscape for ourselves.  I have here, for each of you, a map of our designated walks, with our routes highlighted in red. Please keep to the official footpaths, though! / Our tradition is to stop somewhere along the way for lunch at around midday.  After a morning packed with exercise, most of you will be very hungry.  In the past, some walkers did not have the energy to resume walking after a delicious meal and took a bus or a taxi home again!   / However, like any Society we do have a few rules.  The first is not to pick wild flowers to take home, or dig up a single plant. And you certainly cannot, and I’m being very serious here, take any funghi home with you, however much you enjoy eating mushrooms. I know some of you are experienced at identifying funghi, but this rule applies to everyone. / We have among us a few botanists and artists, but anyone of you may draw or photograph what we see and find.   /  Another rule is to leave no rubbish at all in the places we walk in.  After all, you wouldn’t throw rubbish in your own gardens, would you? And for most of us here, nature is one big garden belonging to everyone. /  In the past, I’m sorry to say, some walkers did leave the footpaths and trespassed on farmers’ fields. They also left gates open and frightened sheep, among other things. Obviously, this kind of behaviour makes farmers very angry and is bad publicity for our club, so please keep to the footpaths!   /  The last rule is that walkers cannot bring their pets with them. I know that some walkers would love to bring their dogs, for example, insisting  they are well-trained, but disasters have occurred even with pet sheepdogs, which have chased sheep and cows. /   Anyway, these are the club’s rules, which I’m sure you’ll have no trouble understanding and also respecting.  Now to begin our walk! 
 


  

