FIRST YEAR                       LISTENING TEXT                                             OCTOBER 2020

Good evening, everyone, and welcome to the first meeting this year of our popular History Society. Everyone present already has a place in our group but, since the closing date for applications, many more people have asked to join. Although we fully intend to accommodate those late-comers, I’m afraid they will have to wait a short time before attending.      /
The reason for this is that the Village Hall where we usually meet is just too small for more than 50 people. But, in exactly 15 days’ time, we will be moving to a bigger building, so please don’t give up hope yet.     /
We have all the mobile numbers and all the email addresses of our later applicants and we will notify them as soon as the new place is ready. They won’t need to come to us for confirmation.          /
What we do here is this. We each select and research a favourite historical period or event from British history, and then discuss it among ourselves.  We also occasionally show films and documentaries that help us better understand the past.       /
History, in my opinion, and I’m sure you’ll all agree, is a very perplexing and unreliable subject at the best of times. In fact, we don’t really know if everything we read in history books is totally accurate.   /
Before the advent of the camera and television, no historical event was accurately recorded.  We have many written accounts, of course, as well as paintings and drawings made by the artists of the time.  But no one can say whether writers and artists depicted events entirely truthfully.     /
Fortunately, there is a third important witness to history, and that is archaeology, so, from time to time, we invite a member of that profession to visit us and give a talk. They often show us films or photos of their discoveries, too, and these meetings are usually fascinating.           /
What I’d like you to do now is to simply write down the name of your favourite historical  period or event.  We always begin our first meetings in this way. Even though we have had so many interesting historical periods here in Great Britain, it’s always surprising how many of you have chosen the same topic.  /
[bookmark: _GoBack]Last year, for example, the most popular choice was the time of King Arthur, Camelot, and the Knights of the Round Table. There have been so many films about Arthur and his knights and it is possibly the most romantic and mythical, but also the most inaccurate period ever in British history!              /
Nevertheless, despite the missing facts, fascination for Arthur and, of course, Camelot has lasted for centuries and will probably never die out.            /
Okay, are we ready to begin now?

