CURRICULUM VITAE
MARCO MECCARELLI
Tenure-Track Assistant Professor (RTDb) in ASIA-01/E – Archaeology, Art History, Religions and Philosophies of East and Southeast Asia, Department of Humanities, University of Catania
meccarelli@gmail.com – marco.meccarelli@unict.it
National Scientific Qualification (ASN)
Awarded the Italian National Scientific Qualification (Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale, ASN) for Associate Professorship (Second Level), Competition Sector 10/N3, Sixth Quadrimester, Call D.D. 2175/2018.
The qualification is valid for eleven years from 6 May 2021 and will expire on 6 May 2032.

EDUCATION
2010
PhD in History and Civilizations of East Asia (21st cycle)
Sapienza University of Rome
Dissertation: The Emergence and Development of Conceptual Photography and Its Interactions with Painting: From Xing Danwen to Hong Lei

2005
Postgraduate Specialization Diploma in Archaeology (Second School of Specialization in Archaeology, Oriental Studies Track, 3-year program)
Sapienza University of Rome
Field: Archaeology and Chinese Art History
Final grade: 70/70 cum laude
Dissertation: Archaeological Memory in Contemporary Chinese Art

2001
Degree in Humanities and Philosophy (pre-reform system)
Academic Year 1999–2000
Sapienza University of Rome
Field: History of Far Eastern Art
Final grade: 110/110 cum laude
Dissertation: The Work of Chinese Painters in Nagasaki

1994
Classical High School Diploma
F. Filelfo Classical High School, Tolentino (MC), Italy

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
2006
Study trip and field research funded by the National Research Project (PRIN, Call D.R. 287/2005) entitled:
Chinese Painting in the 20th Century: Artistic, Political and Social Aspects

2005–2007
Research trips to China and research activities on contemporary Chinese art, funded by Sapienza University of Rome through the Chair of Archaeology, Art History and Philosophy of East Asia.

2005
Study trip to China funded by the Second School of Specialization in Oriental Archaeology for research along the Silk Road route (Gansu and Xinjiang provinces).

2001–2005
Merit-based postgraduate scholarship (awarded through competitive written and oral examination), funded by the Second School of Specialization in Oriental Archaeology, Sapienza University of Rome.

2000
Study trip to China funded by Sapienza University of Rome, which provided the opportunity to study major art collections in museums in Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong, Suzhou, and Xi'an.
UNIVERSITY TEACHING ACTIVITY
1. Academic Year 2024/2025 – Present
(Total: 108 teaching hours, 18 ECTS)
Tenure-Track Assistant Professor (RTDb)
University of Catania
Department of Humanities, Ragusa Campus
Courses taught:
· History, Thought and Art of East Asia
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· Archaeology, Art History and Philosophies of East Asia
(MA in Modern Languages for International Communication, LM-39; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 54 hours) 
· Chinese Culture and Literature
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; ASIA-01/F; 6 ECTS; 36 hours)
2. 2014–2024
Adjunct Lecturer
University of Catania
Department of Humanities, Ragusa Campus
Courses taught:
· History, Thought and Art of East Asia
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· Chinese Culture and Literature I
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; L-OR/21; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· Archaeology, Art History and Philosophies of East Asia
(MA in Modern Languages for International Communication, LM-39; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· Chinese Culture and Literature II
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; L-OR/21; 9 ECTS; 54 hours) 
· History and Culture of Asia
(MA in Modern Languages for International Communication, LM-39; L-OR/23; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· Asian Culture and Civilization
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· History of Asian Culture
(MA in Modern Languages for International Communication, LM-39; L-OR/23; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· History of East Asia
(BA in Linguistic Mediation, L-12; L-OR/23; 9 ECTS; 54 hours) 
· History of Art and Thought in East Asia
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; ASIA-01/E; 9 ECTS; 54 hours) 
· Chinese Literature
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; L-OR/21; 6 ECTS; 36 hours) 
· Chinese Philology
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; L-OR/21; 9 ECTS; 54 hours) 

3. 2016–2024
Adjunct Lecturer
University of Macerata
Department of Humanities
Courses taught:
· History of Chinese Art
(BA, L-11; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 30 hours) 
· History of Chinese Art
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; ASIA-01/E; 9 ECTS; 45 hours) 
· History of China
(BA, L-11; L-OR/23; 6 ECTS; 30 hours) 
· History and Institutions of Contemporary China
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; L-OR/23; 9 ECTS; 45 hours) 
· Chinese Language, Literature and Culture I
(BA, L-11; L-OR/21; 9 ECTS; 45 hours) 
· History of Contemporary China
(BA, L-11; L-OR/23; 6 ECTS; 30 hours) 
· History of Chinese Thought
(BA, L-11 / L-5; ASIA-01/E; 6 ECTS; 30 hours) 

4. 2017–2022
Adjunct Lecturer
University of Urbino Carlo Bo
Department of Foreign Languages and Cultures
Courses taught:
· History of Chinese Art
(BA, L-11; ASIA-01/E; 8 ECTS; 45 hours) 
· Chinese Culture
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; L-OR/23; 8 ECTS; 45 hours) 
· History of China
(BA, L-11; L-OR/23; 8 ECTS; 45 hours) 
· Intercultural Relations in China
(MA in Modern Languages and Literatures, LM-37; L-OR/23; 8 ECTS; 45 hours) 
ADDITIONAL TEACHING ACTIVITIES
2024, 18 October
As part of the project “The East and Us”, delivered a lecture entitled A Pilgrim, a Merchant, and a Writer Traveling through the Fabulous East for third-year students at F. Filelfo High School, Tolentino (MC), Italy.

2024, 23 February
Delivered a lecture at the G. Leopardi Classical and Language High School, Macerata, for third- and fourth-year students entitled:
The Silk Road: From Antiquity to the Contemporary Era

2024, 17–19 January
As part of the project “The East and Us”, delivered a series of lectures for all classes at F. Filelfo High School, Tolentino (MC), on:
· Myths and Monsters between East and West 
· The Role of Women in Chinese History and Culture 

2023, 20 May
Invited speaker as a specialist in Chinese art history at the conference:
Bamboo, Willow and Reed: Ancient Materials for Sustainable Development, organized by the Confucius Institute of Macerata in collaboration with educational institutions in Macerata.
Lecture topic: History and Symbolic Meaning of Bamboo in Chinese Art

2023, 17 & 20 April
Delivered two lectures organized by the Departments of Art History and Chinese Language and Culture of G. Leopardi Classical and Language High School, Macerata, for fourth- and fifth-year students:
· From the Painted Scroll to the Canvas: Similarities, Differences and Cross-Cultural Exchanges between Chinese and European Art 
· The Artistic Avant-Gardes of Contemporary China 

2023, 12–13 January
As part of the project “The East and Us”, delivered two specialist lectures at F. Filelfo High School, Tolentino (MC), for all classes:
· Contemporary China in the International Context 
· From the Silk Road to the Belt and Road Initiative 

2020–2026
Lecturer, Confucius Institute of Macerata
Courses taught:
· 2020 — History and Institutions of Contemporary China (30 hours) 
· 2021 — History and Institutions of Contemporary China (30 hours) 
· 2022 — History and Institutions of Contemporary China (30 hours) 
· 2023 — History of Chinese Art (30 hours) 
· 2024 — History of Chinese Art (30 hours) 
· 2026 — History of Chinese Art (30 hours) 

February–March 2018
Selected through a competitive call as External Trainer for professional development programs for school teachers (SOFIA Platform, ID 11255).
Training module:
Citizenship and Global Citizenship: Multicultural Integration, Mediation and Cultural Dialogue, and Integrated Teaching Pathways
The program focused on social, artistic, and cultural contexts of Asian civilizations as tools for a critical understanding of the contemporary world.
Training seminars included:
· Marco Polo: Truth and Myths 
· The Novel in Comparative Perspective 
· The Dawn of Impressionism: Japanese Prints 
· Propaganda Art and the Cult of Personality 
· The Art of War: Between Philosophy and Marketing 

February 2017
Designer and lecturer of the teacher-training course “The East and Us”, held at F. Filelfo High School, Tolentino (MC).
Specialist lectures included:
· Worldviews, Philosophy and Aesthetics between East and West 
· Cultural Representations of the Far East 
· Chinese and Western Art in Comparative Perspective 
· China and the New Silk Road 
· China and Rome in Historical Comparison 

May 2014
Delivered a cycle of lectures on Chinese civilization at Manfredi Azzarita Scientific High School, Rome.
Topics included:
· Worldviews, Philosophy and Aesthetics between East and West 
· Chinese and Western Art in Comparative Perspective 
· China and Rome in Historical Comparison 

2004–2015
Teaching and Research Assistant / Subject Expert in Archaeology, Art History and Philosophies of East Asia (ASIA-01/E)
Sapienza University of Rome
Responsibilities included teaching support, thesis supervision, research, and academic collaboration.
Teaching areas included:
· Chinese Archaeology and Art History 
· Japanese Archaeology and Art History 
Topics covered:
Chinese archaeology and art (from origins to Han; Han to Tang), Chinese bronzes, Japanese art, Chinese painting from tradition to innovation, Japanese gardens, contemporary Japanese architecture, modern Chinese painting, photography in China, and Ukiyo-e prints.

2007–2008
Appointed lecturer for a two-year cycle of courses on Chinese and Indian culture at Ateneo Impresa Business School, Rome, במסגרת postgraduate Master’s program in Oriental Public Relations.

2004–2026
Lecturer and Public Speaker, UniTre (University of the Third Age), Tolentino (MC)
Delivered annual lectures on Chinese and Japanese art and culture. Topics included traditional painting, Ukiyo-e, Chinese and Japanese gardens, porcelain, calligraphy, Buddhist sculpture, the Silk Road, tea culture, contemporary art, Marco Polo, and Giuseppe Tucci.

2001–2002
Lecturer in Japanese Art History
European Popular University (UPE), Rome
SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY
Research Appointments
2021–2023
Research Fellow
University of Catania
Research Fellowship in Competition Sector 10/N3 – Cultures of Central and East Asia, Scientific Disciplinary Sector ASIA-01/E – Archaeology, Art History and Philosophies of East Asia, for the research project:
Body-Mind Images in East Asian Cultures
within the intradepartmental research project:
ATLAS – Rethinking Eastern-Western Imaginaries: Language, Body, Mind
(Prot. No. 438389/VII/16; renewed on 26 October 2022 until 27 April 2023 under the PIA.CE.RI. 2020–2022 research program, Line 2).

Selected Invited Talks, Conferences and Workshops
1. 26 May 2026
Workshop Speaker
3rd edition of From Sign to Writing: Systems and Representations of Reality in Arab, Chinese and Japanese Cultures
Organized by the Chairs of Chinese, Japanese and Arabic, University of Catania, Ragusa.

2. 12 September 2025
Conference Speaker
20th Conference of the Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC)
University of Bologna
Paper:
China in Focus: Italian Perspectives through Photography (1859–1959)

3. 19 May 2025
Workshop Speaker
From Sign to Writing: Systems and Representations of Reality in Arab, Chinese and Japanese Cultures
University of Catania, Ragusa.

4. 29 April 2025
Speaker at International Conference
Philology, Linguistics and Politics in History and Literature
Organized within the PRIN 2022 SWarD project, University of Cagliari.
Paper:
Navigating Power: The Metaphor of the “Helmsman” in Contemporary Chinese Political Iconography

5. 10 December 2024
Conference Speaker
The Narrative of Images: Intersections in Space and Time
International Conference, University of Macerata.
Paper:
From Painted Scrolls to Erotic Prints: Narrative Images in Chinese Art and Their Reading Time

6. 5 December 2024
Speaker at Study Day
Kafka at the Crossroads: Interdisciplinary Perspectives in Research
University of Catania, Ragusa.
Paper:
Kafka and China: A Journey through Philosophy, Literature and Cinema

7. 2 December 2024
Workshop Speaker
International Study Day: Alterations of War Trauma in Western and Eastern Contemporary Contexts
University of Catania.
Co-speaker with Lavinia Benedetti.
Paper:
War Phantasmagorias in Modern China

8. 19 October 2024
Speaker at International Conference
First International Symposium: The Poetics of Silence – The Mountain in Art and Literature
Paper:
The Mountain as a Symbol of the Human–Nature–Society Relationship in Chinese Photography and Post-Shanshui Art

9. 20 August 2024
Speaker at Summer School
Science and Art in Italian Culture: From History to Modern Times
Organized by the Confucius Institute of Padua in collaboration with ShanghaiTech University.

10. 7 June 2024
Speaker at International Workshop
The Aesthetics of Scripts
University of Bologna.
Paper:
The Shared Gesture: Exploring the Nexus Between Chinese Calligraphy, Action Painting and Abstract Expressionism

11. 24 February 2024
Conference Speaker
Paper:
Beyond the Bizarre: History and Function of Japanese Masks

12. 9 November 2023
Conference Speaker
China–Europe: Crossroads and Cultural Connections
University of Macerata.
Paper:
Along the Silk Roads: Assimilation and De-figuration in Chinese Artistic Creativity

13. 26 October 2023
Speaker at International Workshop
Paper (with Lavinia Benedetti):
The Loong 龙: The Role of the Dragon in the Construction of Chinese National Identity

14. 9–11 October 2023
Speaker at Interdisciplinary Colloquium
Paper:
The War of National Identities in China through the Photographic Lens: From Felice Beato to Cartier-Bresson via Sha Fei

15. 29 September 2023
Speaker at Interdisciplinary Event – European Researchers’ Night (SHARPER)
With Selusi Ambrogio.
Talk:
Being a Woman in China

16. 22 September 2023
Conference Speaker
19th Conference of the Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC)
Sapienza University of Rome.
Paper:
The Meaning of Tradition (guyi) in Post-Shanshui Art: The New Artistic Landscape

17. 20 September 2023
Workshop Speaker
Paper:
The Ghostbusters of Chinese Painting: Forms of Otherness in the Visionary World of Luo Ping (1733–1799)

18. 5 May 2023
Speaker at Public Academic Event
12th Edition of the Festival Macerata Racconta.
19. 30 September 2022
Speaker at International Conference
Macerata Festival of the Humanities
Organized by University of Macerata with the support of the Willson Center for Humanities and Arts.
Paper:
From Classical to New Shanshui in Chinese Art: From Landscape to Environmental Issues between Tradition and Modernity

20. 9 May 2022
Conference Speaker
The Maritime Silk Road, or the Porcelain Road
With Federica Broilo, specialist in Islamic Art History, University of Urbino Carlo Bo.
University of Catania, Ragusa.

21. 12 April 2022
Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of the book Ancient Routes of China, authored by Marco Meccarelli.
Spazio Arti Floreali.

22. 27 January 2022
Speaker at International Conference
Art in Translation: Linguistic, Semiotic, Discursive and Textual Dimensions
University of Macerata.
Paper:
The Unspeakable and the Unseeable: A Semiological Analysis of Erotic Images Narrated in Chinese Literature

23. 28 January 2022
Roundtable Speaker
The Meanings of Art across Cultures, Texts and Museums
International conference Art in Translation, University of Macerata.

24. 13 January 2022
Speaker at Online Book Presentation
Presentation of Ancient Routes of China organized by UniTre Tolentino.

25. 25 November 2021
Conference Speaker
Afro-Asian Lecture Series, Academic Year 2021–2022
University of Urbino Carlo Bo.
With Federica Broilo.
Paper:
The Maritime Silk Road, or the Porcelain Road: Socio-Cultural Perspectives from the Middle Ages to the Contemporary Era

26. 18 November 2021
Conference Speaker
18th Conference of the Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC)
University of Turin.
Paper:
Representing, Deconstructing, Erasing and Reconfiguring the Written Character in Contemporary Chinese Art: An Analysis of Its Aesthetic Function in the Global Era

27. 25 September 2021
Speaker at Cultural Event
Flowers of Taiwan
Organized by Asiatica Film Festival and cultural institutions including the Taiwanese Ministry of Culture and Roma Tre University.
With Rosa Lombardi.
Talk:
The Ghost in Contemporary Culture, Literature and Art in China, Taiwan and Hong Kong

28. 23 September 2021
Invited Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of The Opium War: The Chinese Perspective.
With Alessandra Lavignino and Maurizio Gatti.

29. 18 February 2021
Invited Speaker
Sinophone Culture Lecture Series
Roma Tre University.
Paper:
Chinese Artistic Avant-Garde in the Global Era

30. 28 January 2021
Invited Speaker
Sinophone Culture Lecture Series
Roma Tre University.
Paper:
Photography in China

31. 17 December 2020
Invited Speaker
Sinophone Culture Lecture Series
Roma Tre University.
Paper:
Twentieth-Century Chinese Artists between Modernity and Tradition

32. 15 January 2020
Speaker at International Conference
Europe as Seen by China. China as Seen by Europe: Arts, Literature and Cultural Heritage
University of Catania in collaboration with East China Normal University.
Paper:
Long Distance Interactions: Earliest Chinese Bronzes Discovered in Europe

33. 4 December 2019
Conference Speaker
Afro-Asian Lecture Series
University of Urbino Carlo Bo.
With Federica Broilo.
Paper:
Xinjiang: History, Art and Contemporary Issues of a Borderland Region

34. 16 October 2019
Invited Speaker at International Conference
Chinese Traditional Culture in the Context of Globalization
Paper:
The Meaning of Tradition in Contemporary Chinese Art

35. 23 September 2019
Invited Speaker at International Conference
China and the World: Contemporary Reach and Influence of Chinese Culture
Organized by University of Macerata and Beijing Normal University.
Paper:
Connecting Inner and Outer Worlds: The Experience of Artist Villages in Contemporary China

36. 5 September 2019
Conference Speaker
17th Conference of the Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC)
Ca' Foscari University of Venice.
Paper:
Painting with Light and Shadow: Landscape Painting Aesthetics in Chinese Photography

37. 24 May 2019
Invited Conference Speaker
Paper:
From Wenrenhua to Bunjinga: Cultural and Identity Influences of the Chinese Literati Tradition in Edo Japan (1600–1868)

38. 4 December 2018
Invited Speaker at International Conference
With Lavinia Benedetti.
Paper:
The Seduction of Images and the Complex Fascination of Narrating Eroticism in Imperial China: A Comparative Analysis of Rouputuan (The Carnal Prayer Mat)

39. 30 August 2018
Speaker at International Conference
22nd Biennial Conference of the European Association for Chinese Studies
Glasgow, Scotland.
Paper:
The “Phenomenon” of Artists’ Villages in China: The Birth and Development of a New Social Model of Art-Making in the Age of Globalization
40. 23 August 2018
Speaker at Cultural Event
Held in conjunction with Maria Micozzi’s exhibition The Power of Regeneration, under the patronage of the Marche Region and the Department of Culture of the Municipality of San Severino Marche.
Talk:
The “Dragon” That Is Not a Dragon: An Analysis of the Auspicious Meanings of the Mythical Animal in Asia

41. 20 June 2018
Invited Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of Jews in Shanghai: History of Refugees Fleeing the Third Reich, edited by Elisa Giunipero, at the Shoah Museum Foundation, Rome.

42. 14 June 2018
Speaker at International Conference
Interim Conference of the International Society for Folk Narrative Research (ISFNR), Ragusa, 12–16 June 2018.
Paper:
Rock Art in China and the Folk Narrative Tradition

43. 14 February 2018
Invited Speaker
New Artistic Trends in China, ChinaCamp, Confucius Institute of Macerata.

44. 23 April 2018
Invited Speaker at Journal Issue Presentation
Presentation of issue no. 161 of Mondo Cinese. Journal of Contemporary China Studies, organized by the China Center and the Confucius Institute of Macerata.

45. 13 October 2017
Speaker at International Conference
10th Annual Conference of the Centre for Chinese Visual Arts, Chinese Art outside the Art Space, School of Art, Birmingham City University.
Paper:
Beyond the Artistic Space: Yuanmingyuan cun, Beijing Dongcun and Songzhuang cun as Subcultures within the Official Chinese Art World Where Past and Present Meet

46. 28 September and 11 November 2017
Invited Speaker
Talks within the format Souvenir d’Oriente, created by Confcommercio Marche Centrali.
Talks:
The Creative Revolution: Chinese Art and Communication
The Roots of Chinese Contemporaneity: Between Art and Philosophy

47. 18–22 September 2017
Speaker at International Conference
33rd Deutscher Orientalistentag (DOT 2017), Friedrich Schiller University Jena.
Paper:
Painting with Light and Shadow: Ink Landscape Theory in Chinese Photography

48. 13 May 2017
Invited Speaker
Conference With Ink and Brush: Lacan and Shitao, organized by ICLeS in collaboration with the Confucius Institute of Macerata.

49. 11 October 2016
Invited Speaker at Conference
The Expressive Identity of the Stroke: Visual Pathways between Calligraphy and Chinese Painting, organized by the Confucius Institute of Macerata.
Paper:
The “Shared Sign” of Abstract Expressionism and Action Painting in China: The Rediscovery of the Aesthetics of the Pictorial Stroke

50. 8 July 2016
Speaker at Academic Meeting
Presentation of published articles, research projects, and fieldwork at the National Academy of Chinese Arts 中国艺术研究院, Beijing.

51. 26 November 2015
Speaker at Study Day
The Sign of Power: The Arts of Chinese Literati, University of Catania, Ragusa.
Paper:
Landscape as Cosmogram: Aesthetic, Religious and Ideological Meanings in Literati Painting

52. 24–26 September 2015
Conference Speaker
15th Conference of the Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC), University of Macerata.
Paper:
Long 龙, the Dragon: Iconographic Motif, Sacred Animal and Symbol of Cohesion. An Analysis of Its Multiple Meanings in Light of Recent Interpretations

53. 10 July 2015
Invited Speaker
Picturing the Silk Road: The Tale of Images, Fondazione Ugo Spirito e Renzo De Felice / Only Italia, Aquae Expo Venice 2015.

54. 16–22 January 2015
Speaker at Interdisciplinary Workshop
From Sign to Writing, University of Catania, Ragusa.
Paper:
The Sign of Chinese Writing

55. 13 July 2013
Invited Speaker at Conference
Writing, Sassocorvaro.
Paper:
Chinese Writing: Thought, Image, Art

56. 7 December 2012
Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of History of Photography in China, Academy of Fine Arts, Rome.

57. 3 December 2012
Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of History of Photography in China, Department of Art History and Performing Arts, Sapienza University of Rome.

58. 27–29 November 2012
Invited Seminar Speaker
Buddhism and Buddhisms: Religious Iconography along the Silk Road, University of Catania, Ragusa.

59. 10 May 2012
Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of History of Photography in China, Confucius Institute of Macerata.

60. 16–18 May 2012
Invited Seminar Speaker
The Role of Literati Painting in China, University of Catania, Ragusa.

61. 9 March 2012
Invited Seminar Speaker
Representation of the World in the East, University of Modena.

62. 17 April 2012
Speaker at Book Presentation
Presentation of History of Photography in China, Biblioteca Filelfica, Tolentino.

63. 21 May 2010
Conference Speaker
Artistic and Literary Avant-Gardes in China in the 1990s, held in conjunction with the exhibition China 1990: Building the Steel Dragon, Centro Culturale VersOriente, Rome.
Paper:
After Tiananmen: Artistic and Cultural Changes in China in the 1990s

64. 19–20 September 2008
Conference Speaker
From the Dojo to the Family and Society: Third Aldo De Luigi Memorial, Ostia.
Paper:
The Way of Gesture: Expressions and Meanings of the Samurai in Japanese Civilization between Tradition and Modernity

65. 28 November 2007
Speaker at Academic Event
China in Rome, Faculty of Oriental Studies, Sapienza University of Rome.
Talk:
Tea and Its History

66. 28–30 May 2007
Conference Speaker
In the Manner of… Conference in Memory of Maria Teresa Lucidi, Sapienza University of Rome.
Paper:
Landscape Aesthetics in Contemporary Chinese Art

67. 13–16 March 2007
Invited Roundtable Speaker
China–Europe: A New Silk Road, Interdependence Days 2007, Montepulciano.

68. 15 November 2005
Speaker at Public Research Event
Rainbow Reflections. Migrants, Trade and Social Communication: Unrecognized Resources in the Esquilino District. Presentation of the Results of the First Phase of the Research-Action Project on Forms of Social Communication between Migrants and Italians in the Esquilino District

69. 12 October 2004
Invited Seminar Speaker
The Work of Chinese Painters in Nagasaki: Reflections on the Transmission of Artistic Value and Aesthetic Choices between Chinese and Japanese Painters, within the series The East and Research, Sapienza University of Rome.

70. 2003–2004
Invited Seminar Speaker
Transmission of Chinese Painting in Tokugawa Japan (1603–1868), Chair of Japanese Archaeology and Art History, Sapienza University of Rome.
ORGANIZATION AND MODERATION OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND ACADEMIC EVENTS
5–6 May 2026
Organizer and Discussant
Seminar by Prof. Selusi Ambrogio, University of Macerata:
Confucianism, Marxism and Capitalism: Post-Ideological Convergences in Contemporary China
Monastero dei Benedettini, University of Catania.
Seminar by Prof. Selusi Ambrogio:
Inhabiting the World: Ecology and Chinese Thought
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

3–4 December 2025
Organizer and Discussant
Seminar by Prof. Guido Samarani, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice:
China in the Twenty-First Century
Monastero dei Benedettini, University of Catania.
Seminar by Prof. Guido Samarani:
The Historical Roots of Contemporary China
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

10 November 2023
Roundtable Moderator
Beyond Orientalism: China and Museums
Speakers: Anna Antonini, Museum of Cultures, Milan; Davide Quadrio, MAO Museum, Turin; Pietro Amadini, Beijing International Studies University; Stefano Silvani, China specialist for MondoMostre.

22 September 2023
Panel Moderator
19th Conference of the Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC), Sapienza University of Rome.
Panel: Chinese Calligraphy between Artistic Cross-Fertilization and New Expressive-Communicative Languages

3 May 2023
Organizer and Discussant
Seminar: Chinese Political Thought in the Twenty-First Century
Speaker: Prof. Guido Samarani, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.
With Prof. Francesca Longo, Prof. Stefano Rapisarda, and Prof. Lavinia Benedetti.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

19 October 2022
Invited Discussant
Conference: Xi Jinping and His Thought between Dreams and Reality
Speaker: Prof. Guido Samarani, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.
University of Urbino Carlo Bo.

30–31 May 2022
Organizer and Discussant
Seminars held at the Ragusa Campus, University of Catania:
· The Origins of Chinese Writing
Speaker: Prof. Paola Demattè, Rhode Island School of Design. 
· Primitive Art in the World
Speaker: Prof. Richard Gardner Lesure, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

2 May 2022
Organizer and Moderator
Seminar: China, Russia, Ukraine
Speaker: Prof. Guido Samarani, Ca’ Foscari University of Venice.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

29 November 2021
Organizer and Moderator
Seminar: Poetry in Taiwan between Modernity and Tradition
Speaker: Prof. Rosa Lombardi, Roma Tre University.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

11 May 2021
Organizer and Moderator
Webinar: Chinese Literature in the Global Era: A Dialogue with Feng Tang
Organized in collaboration with the University of Macerata.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

7 May 2021
Organizer and Moderator
Webinar: Technology in China from 1949 to the Present: A History
Speaker: Simone Pieranni, journalist at Il Manifesto and founder of China Files.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

27 April 2021
Organizer and Moderator
Webinar: Philosophy as a Bound Foot: Paradigms of Inclusion and Exclusion of China in the Modern Era
Speaker: Selusi Ambrogio, University of Macerata.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

14 April 2021
Organizer and Moderator
Webinar: Wen 文 as a Tool for Understanding and Acting upon the Cosmos: The Canonization of the Classics in the Han Period
Speaker: Selusi Ambrogio, University of Macerata.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

5 December 2019
Organizer and Moderator
Seminar: The History of Detective Fiction in China
With Prof. Lavinia Benedetti.
Organized by the Chair of Chinese Studies and the Confucius Institute of Macerata.

9 May 2019
Organizer and Moderator
Seminar: Center and Periphery: Sinophone Poetry in Taiwan
Speaker: Prof. Rosa Lombardi, Roma Tre University.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

9–10 May 2017
Organizer and Moderator
Seminar series with Prof. Paolo Santangelo, Sapienza University of Rome:
· Introduction to Chinese Civilization 
· Love in China 
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

10 May 2017
Organizer and Moderator
Book presentation: Paolo Santangelo, Man between Cosmos and Society: Neo-Confucianism and a Millennium of Chinese History, Mimesis, 2016.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

1–3 December 2014
Organizer and Moderator
Seminar: Chinese Civilization in East Asia
Speaker: Prof. Paolo Santangelo, Sapienza University of Rome.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE
Member of internal committees for:
· Cultural Activities 
· International Relations 
· Student Orientation in Secondary Schools 
· Student Orientation Day at the Ragusa Campus 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT AND OUTREACH
Scientific Dissemination and Public Lectures
1. 26 May 2026
Third edition of the interdisciplinary workshop From Sign to Writing: Systems and Representations of Reality in Arab, Chinese and Japanese Cultures, held at Antico Mercato, Ragusa Ibla.
With Prof. Lavinia Benedetti, Prof. Ilenia Licitra and Prof. Luca Capponcelli.
The event included introductory calligraphy workshops led by language instructors.

2. 15 April 2026
Public cultural event with tasting session, held at Antico Mercato, Ragusa Ibla, with Prof. Xu Wenyu:
Infusions of Culture: The Tea Ritual in Japan

3. 15 April 2026
Public cultural event with tasting session, held at Antico Mercato, Ragusa Ibla, with Prof. Xu Wenyu:
Infusions of Culture: The Tea Ritual in China

4. 19 February 2026
Public lecture at UniTre Tolentino:
Between Heaven and Earth: Discovering the Chinese Dragon — Myth, Power and Art of an Icon

5. 11 January 2026
Public event at Bottega Malatini, Civitanova Marche:
Immortality and the Afterlife in Traditional China
With vocal and musical performances by Caterina Trucchia and Manuel Kopf.

6. 20 November 2025
Public lecture at UniTre Tolentino:
Matteo Ricci: Strategy and Diplomacy of a Jesuit at the Ming Court

7. 13 November 2025
Public lecture at UniTre Tolentino:
Kafka and China: Metamorphoses of a Literary Imaginary

8. 18 October 2025
Opening lecture for the 35th academic year of UniTre Tolentino:
Celestial Dancers and Buddhist Paradises: The Meaning of Apsaras in Ancient China
9. 8 May 2025
Public Engagement – Book Presentation
Presentation of the book Le tre perfezioni dei letterati cinesi. Dalle origini al XIV secolo with Lavinia Benedetti at UniTre Tolentino.

10. 8 January 2025
Public Lecture
As part of the series Women, Charisma, Power: Leadership Experiences in Female Biographies, organized jointly by University of Macerata and UniTre Tolentino.
Lecture:
Concubine, Marchioness and Empress, but also Warrior, Historian and Poet: The Sophisticated Relationship between Women and Power in Ancient China

RESEARCH GROUPS AND COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS
Competitive Funding as Principal Investigator
2026
Principal Investigator – Starting Grant
NEW.SHAN – The New Chinese Landscape between Painting, Photography and Ecological Imaginaries (19th–21st Century)
Individual research project funded by University of Catania.

2023–2024
Research Team Member
PRIN 2022 Research Project (Prot. 2022PCN7BY)
Scholars at War Digital Library: an Innovative Environment for Advanced Document Management. Philology, Politics, Society, from the Franco-Prussian War (1870) to the Fall of the Berlin Wall (1989) and Beyond
Research collaboration involving the Universities of Catania, Cagliari, Perugia for Foreigners, and the CNR-IRCrES.

2005–2006
Research Team Member
PRIN Research Project (Call D.R. 287/2005)
Chinese Painting in the 20th Century: Artistic, Political and Social Aspects
Research collaboration among Sapienza University of Rome, University of Cagliari, and University of Bologna.

EDITORIAL BOARDS
1. 2024–Present
Member of the Editorial Advisory Board of Shanshui Magazine, an international journal dedicated to Chinese shanshui studies, landscape aesthetics, visual culture, and intercultural dialogue between China and the West.
2.
Member of the Scientific and Editorial Board of Archeo. Attualità dal passato

REFEREE ACTIVITY
Reviewer for:
· Brill 
· Frontiers of History in China (Higher Education Press & Brill) 
· Sulla via del Catai 
· Oxford Academic – Digital Scholarship in the Humanities 
· Ethnicities 
· Viaggiatori. Circolazioni, scambi ed esilio 

DOCTORAL TEACHING ACTIVITY
24 June 2019
PhD Teaching Activity
PhD Program in Languages, Literatures and Foreign Cultures
Roma Tre University
Lecture:
Modernity, Tradition and Cross-Cultural Interactions in Chinese Art from the Nineteenth Century to the Global Era
Three-hour doctoral seminar focused on the concepts of modernity, tradition, and hybridity in Chinese art, examining their genesis, semantic complexity, contradictions, reinterpretation, and new critical frameworks.

RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS AT FOREIGN INSTITUTIONS
July 2016
Visiting Program for Young Sinologists (VPYS 2016) 青年汉学家研修计划
Program organized by the Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
Research conducted at the National Academy of Chinese Arts 中国艺术研究院, Beijing, under the supervision of Fang Lili, Director of the Department of Art Anthropology and President of the China Art Anthropology Society.

SCIENTIFIC RECOGNITION, ADVISORY ROLES AND ACADEMIC AFFILIATIONS
1. 30 May – 1 June 2024
Member of the Scientific Committee of the 14th International Conference
Iconicity in Language and Literature, organized by University of Catania in collaboration with University of Naples L'Orientale and Aix-Marseille University.

2. 6 February 2024
Featured in Time
Research extensively cited in the article by Chad de Guzman:
This Lunar New Year Is the Year of the Dragon: Why the Beast Is a Big Deal in Chinese Culture

3. 10 February 2024
Featured in BBC
Research extensively cited in the article:
Wise, Lucky, Terrifying: The Surprising 4,000-Year History of Dragons

4. 2024–2025
Member of the Scientific Committee of the second-level Master’s program
PAST – Professions for the Communication of Antiquity
University of Macerata
An interdisciplinary postgraduate program focused on heritage communication, cultural dissemination, and innovative approaches to the enhancement of historical and archaeological heritage.

5. 2023
Member of the Scientific Committee of the conference
China–Europe: Crossroads and Cultural Connections
Research group, University of Macerata.

6. 2022
Scientific Advisor
INSCRIBE, five-year ERC Consolidator Grant project funded by the European Commission (2018–2023), investigating the origins of writing.
Principal Investigator: Silvia Ferrara, University of Bologna.

7. 2021–2022
Research Group Member
PIA.CE.RI. 2020–2022 intradepartmental research project:
ATLAS – Rethinking Eastern-Western Imaginaries: Language, Body, Mind
University of Catania.

8. May 2019
Interviewed as an expert in Chinese art for the program Raccontare la Cina, in collaboration with EnvisionTV.

9. 21 July 2016
Featured in China Daily
Research featured in the article:
My Passion for Chinese Art and Culture: Italian Sinologist

10. 6 July 2016
Distinguished Scholar Recognition
Visiting Program for Young Sinologists (VPYS 2016), attended by senior representatives of the Chinese Ministry of Culture and leading academic institutions including CASS, the National Academy of Chinese Arts, Tsinghua University, Beijing Foreign Studies University, and Beijing Language and Culture University.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE IN RESEARCH, CURATORIAL PRACTICE AND ACADEMIC OUTREACH (ASIA-01/E)

19 May 2025
Concept Designer, Organizer and Moderator
Calligraphy Day, Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.
Interdisciplinary workshop:
From Sign to Writing: Systems and Representations of Reality in Arab, Chinese and Japanese Cultures
with Prof. Ilenia Licitra and Prof. Luca Capponcelli, including introductory calligraphy workshops led by language instructors.
Conference:
The Sign and Time: Chinese Calligraphy from Tradition to Contemporaneity
with Adriana Iezzi (University of Bologna).

30 November 2024 – 28 February 2025
Promoter and Collaborator
Exhibition: Chinese Present: Expressions in Contemporary Art, curated by Maurizio Fava, organized in collaboration with the Confucius Institute of Macerata and University of Macerata.
Also involved in the exhibition opening.

10 November 2023
Concept Designer, Organizer and Moderator
Roundtable: Beyond Orientalism: China and Museums

9 May 2022
Concept Designer, Organizer and Speaker
Seminar: The Maritime Silk Road, or the Porcelain Road
With Federica Broilo.
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

March 2019
External Assessor
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC), Canada.
External evaluator for the 2019 Insight Grants Program.
This role involved reviewing research proposals and assessing state-of-the-art scholarship in the relevant research areas.

26 November 2015
Concept Designer, Organizer and Moderator
Study Day: The Sign of Power: The Arts of Chinese Literati
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

16–22 January 2015
Co-Designer and Organizer
Interdisciplinary workshop: From Sign to Writing
Ragusa Campus, University of Catania.

17–21 May 2013
Exhibition Curator
Fragments of Traditional Japan
Photography exhibition by Karmen Corak, organized with the support of the Japanese Embassy in Italy and the Japan Foundation.
Noto, Sicily.

3–21 October 2012
Exhibition Curator
WASHI: The Traditional Way
Photography exhibition by Karmen Corak, במסגרת the 11th International Photography Festival, Rome.

14 May – 14 June 2010
Organizer and Promoter
Exhibition: China 1990: Building the Steel Dragon
Photography exhibition by Borje Tobiasson.
Rome.

28 May 2010
Concept Designer and Organizer
Conference: Urban and Sociological Changes in Chinese Metropolises in the 1990s

21 May 2010
Concept Designer and Organizer
Conference: Artistic and Literary Avant-Gardes in China in the 1990s

10 February 2010
Curator and Speaker
Cultural event: The Dragon of the New Year and Complexity

18 October – 13 December 2009
Promoter and Co-Organizer
First European exhibition:
Exotic and Bizarre: The Fantastic World of Banko Ceramics
Tolentino.

2 October 2009
Organizer and Speaker
Cultural event: 60 Years of Posters in the Shadow of the Forbidden City

18 April 2009
Organizer and Moderator
Official presentation of the proceedings of the Italy–Japan Bilateral International Conference:
Italians in Meiji Japan

27 March – 18 April 2009
Exhibition Curator
Japan: Images of Memory
Solo exhibition by Angelo Paionni.

26 February 2009
Research Presentation Speaker
PhD Program in History and Civilizations of East Asia
Sapienza University of Rome.
Presentation:
The Emergence and Development of Conceptual Photography in China and Its Interactions with Painting: From Xing Danwen to Hong Lei

21 February – 7 March 2009
Exhibition Curator
Kensaku Glass
Solo exhibition by Japanese artist Kensaku Kodama.

28–30 May 2007
Promoter and Conference Collaborator
Conference in memory of Maria Teresa Lucidi: In the Manner of…
Sapienza University of Rome.
Also served as editorial secretary for the conference proceedings.

22 June – 28 July 2007
Exhibition Curator
Kimono: Traditional Japanese Style
Exhibition of Shōwa-period kimono (1930–1950), including dressing demonstrations.

3–28 May 2007
Exhibition Curator
The Five Views of Zuani
Exhibition by Terutaka Hashimoto.
29–31 March 2007
Exhibition Curator
Solo exhibition of Hong Kong artist Sigawayan (Wong Wing Kuen), held within the framework of the Interdependence Days 2007, organized in Montepulciano by ACLI, the Community of Sant’Egidio, FOCSIV, Legambiente, the Tuscany Region, and the Municipality of Montepulciano, with the support of the Monte dei Paschi di Siena Foundation and under the patronage of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the National Federation of the Italian Press, USIGRAI, and University of Bologna.

17 June – 6 July 2008
Exhibition Curator
AlluCinazione
Solo exhibition of Hong Kong artist Sigawayan (Wong Wing Kuen).
Venue: Ex Farmacia Nucci, Agliana (Pistoia), Italy.

11 January – 11 February 2007
Exhibition Curator
The Reflowering of Essence
Solo exhibition of Hong Kong artist Sigawayan (Wong Wing Kuen).
Venue: Centro Culturale VersOriente, Rome.

2003–2004
Concept Designer and Promoter of Film Series and Roundtable Discussions
Film series: China through Cinema
Held at Cineclub Detour, Rome.
Themes included:
· Feng Xiaogang and Beijing 
· Chen Kaige and Beijing Opera 
· Wong Kar-wai and Hong Kong 
· Tsai Ming-liang and Taiwan 
· Zhang Yimou and rural China 

24 July 2005
Member of the Organizing Committee
2005 Year of Friendship between Japanese Citizens and the European Union
Japan-Day Festival, Nocciano (Pescara), Italy.
Activities included kimono exhibition, roundtable discussions, and theatrical performance by Roma Kyogen Ichiza.

2005
Organizer of Film Series
New Approaches to Horror in Japan: Ringu Trilogy by Hideo Nakata
Held at Cineclub Detour, Rome.
PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP AND CULTURAL MANAGEMENT
2003–2011
President of the Cultural Association VersOriente
From 2007, Founding Partner of VersOriente Srl, a cultural services company specializing in Asian studies and intercultural dissemination, based in Rome.
Within this role, Marco Meccarelli organized and delivered numerous courses, lectures, book presentations, seminars, and cultural initiatives focused on East Asian art and culture. He also curated and promoted exhibitions dedicated to Chinese, Japanese, and broader Asian artistic traditions in Rome and across Italy.
He was the concept designer, promoter, and organizer of the cultural program OrientArsi, which included:
· Presentation of Tokyo Guide by Anna Cenerini Bova 
· Presentation of the book Italy Plus Japan Divided by Two Equals? How Italy Appears through Japanese Eyes by Ryuta Naruse, with illustrations by Tomoyoshi Ishikawa 
· Cultural event The Enchantment of Being, featuring artist Silvia Stucky and Prof. Maria Rosa Piranio 
· First national presentation of the book Concerto in Sol Levante, focused on music and identity in Japan, with author David Santoro 
This experience significantly contributed to the dissemination of East Asian cultures in Italy through academic, curatorial, and public engagement activities.

MEMBERSHIPS
· Italian Association for Chinese Studies (AISC) 
· European Association for Chinese Studies (EACS) 
· Deutscher Orientalistentag (DOT) 
· International Society for Folk Narrative Research (ISFNR)

