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Giovanni Piazza

Academic and Scientific Curriculum Vitae

Personal Information

	
	

	Surname
	Piazza

	First name
	Giovanni (Gianni)

	Place and date of birth
	Syracuse, 13 June 1963

	Nationality
	Italian

	E-mail
	giannipiazza@tiscali.it; gianni.piazza@unict.it; giannipiazza63@gmail.com


Current Position

Since 1 October 2014, Associate Professor of Political Sociology (SPS/11; new academic disciplinary sector: GSPS-07/A) at the University of Catania, appointed by Rector's Decree no. 3911 of 30 September 2014.

He is affiliated with the Department of Political and Social Sciences (formerly the Department of Analysis of Political, Social and Institutional Processes), Via Vittorio Emanuele 8, 95131 Catania, Italy. Tel. 0957347434; fax 09570305246.

For the Academic Year 2025/2026, he is teaching Political Sociology in the degree programmes in History, Politics and International Relations, Sociology and Social Work, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, and in Philosophy, at the Department of Humanities of the University of Catania.

Research Interests

· Social movements

· Local, urban and environmental conflicts

· Unconventional political participation

· Government and local politics

· Public policy analysis

Languages

Good knowledge of English and French.

Education and Qualifications

· 8 July 2024 - National Scientific Qualification (Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale), valid for twelve years, for the position of Full Professor in competition sector 14/C3 - Sociology of Political and Legal Phenomena (new GSD: 14/GSPS-07 - Sociology of Politics, Law and Deviance).

· February-June 2019 - Participation in the training programme for senior faculty, "Staff Development per Docenti Senior - SDS", organised by the University of Catania.

· 4 April 2017 - National Scientific Qualification, valid for nine years, for the position of Full Professor in competition sector 14/A2 - Political Science.

· 9 September 2014 - Positive evaluation for appointment as Associate Professor in competition sector 14/C1 - General, Legal and Political Sociology, academic disciplinary sector SPS/11 - Political Sociology, pursuant to Art. 24, paragraph 6, of Law 240/2010, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences of the University of Catania. Rector's Decree approving the proceedings no. 3594 of 12 September 2014.

· 3 February 2014 - National Scientific Qualification, valid for four years and subsequently extended by two additional years, for the position of Associate Professor in competition sector 14/A2 - Political Science.

· 11 December 2013 - National Scientific Qualification, valid for four years and subsequently extended by two additional years, for the position of Associate Professor in competition sector 14/C1 - General, Legal and Political Sociology; from November 2015, in competition sector 14/C3 - Sociology of Political and Legal Phenomena.

· 11 March 2005 - Winner of the comparative selection procedure for one position of University Researcher in academic sector SPS/04 - Political Science, at the Faculty of Political Science of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa), announced by Rector's Decree no. 57/04/Valcomp of 2 July 2004 and published in the Gazzetta Ufficiale della Repubblica Italiana, 4th special series, no. 55 of 13 July 2004. Rector's Decree approving the proceedings no. 19/05/Valcomp of 17 March 2005. In service from 1 October 2005 to 30 September 2014.

· 3-12 July 2000 - Participation in the 5th European Summer School in Local Government Studies - New Challenges to Local Democracy, EUROLOC Network, at the Institut d'Etudes Politiques, Bordeaux, France.

· 3 March 1999 - Appointed Cultore della materia in the academic disciplinary sector Political Science (Q02X), at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 6 October 1995 - PhD in Political Science (6th cycle), Faculty of Political Science "Cesare Alfieri", University of Florence. Dissertation: "L'illecito nella pratica politica" ["Illicit Practices in Political Action"], supervisor: Prof. Franco Cazzola.

· 25 November 1987 - Degree in Political Science, Political-Social curriculum, at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, awarded 110/110 cum laude. Thesis: "Movimenti e sistema politico: il caso di Autonomia Operaia" ["Movements and the Political System: the Case of Autonomia Operaia"], supervisor: Prof. Franco Cazzola.

Academic Service and Institutional Roles

· November 2020 - October 2024 - Member of the Executive Committee of the Department of Political and Social Sciences, elected as representative of associate professors.

· 2019-2020 - Member of the PhD Board in Political Science and Sociology at the Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa, for cycles 2019-XXXV, 2020-XXXVI, 2021-XXXVII, 2022-XXXVIII, 2023-XXXIX, 2024-XL, 2025-XLI, 2026-XLII.

· 2016 - Chair of the selection committee for one RTDa position in Political Sociology (SPS/11) at the Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa.

· 2015 - Chair of the selection committee for one RTDa position in General Sociology (SPS/07) and Political Sociology (SPS/11) at the Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa.

· 2015-2017 - Alternate member of the second section (associate professors) of the Disciplinary Board of the University of Catania.

· October 2012 - present - Member of the Editorial Advisory Board of the scientific journal Contention. The Multidisciplinary Journal of Social Protest, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK.

· November 2009 - December 2018 - Member of the PhD Board in Political Science at the University of Catania, for the following years and cycles: 2009-XXV; 2010-XXVI; 2012-XXVIII; 2013-XXIX; 2014-XXX; 2015-XXXI; 2016-XXXII; 2017-XXXIII; 2018-XXXIV.

· January 2008 - present - Co-Director of the scientific journal Partecipazione e Conflitto, published by Franco Angeli, Milan, until 2013; Associate Editor from 2014 to 2021; and, since 2022, Editor of Partecipazione e Conflitto. The Open Journal of Sociopolitical Studies, an online open-access journal (Class A, Area 14).

· February 2007 - September 2019 - Coordinator, together with Donatella della Porta, of the SISP Standing Group on "Social Movements and Political Participation".

· Referee for the journals Research in Social Movements, Conflicts and Change, Environmental Politics, Modern Italy, Sociologica, Partecipazione e Conflitto, Ethnologia Europaea; and for the publishers Pluto Press (London, UK), Franco Angeli, and EditPress.

Research Activity

· 2024-2026 - Head of WP3 "Periphery, Work and Social Movements" within the departmental research project (DSPS) FIR, coordinated by Prof. Davide Arcidiacono, entitled "Connectivity, Geography and Socio-Demographic Inequalities", funded under the PIA.CE.RI programme of the University of Catania.

· 2022-2024 - Member of the local unit of the University of Catania in the PRIN 2022 project "Electoral Participation and Institutional Challenges for Inclusive Politics - EPICI", coordinated by Prof. Maria Mirabelli, University of Calabria.

· 2020-2023 - Head of WP1 "Research and Deep Mapping" within the interdepartmental research project (DSPS, DISUM and DICAR) FIR, coordinated by Prof. Mara Benadusi, entitled "REVERSE - The Anthropocene Upside Down: Responsible Research, Versatile Knowledge, Environmental Futures in Action", funded under the PIA.CE.RI programme of the University of Catania.

· 5 September 2017 - Winner of the CHANCE call, concerning support actions for University of Catania faculty members who participated as coordinators and/or partners in the development of project proposals within competitive funding calls.

· 2016-2018 - Member of the research project "Representation: crisis and overcoming of a model?", funded by the University of Catania.

· December 2016-February 2017 - Research collaboration within the FP7 project "Anticorruption Policies Revisited. Global Trends and European Responses to the Challenge of Corruption" (ANTICORRP, Grant Agreement No. 290529), directed by Donatella della Porta at the Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa-Florence. Research activities included: analysis of the sociological literature on civil society mobilisations related to corruption in the implementation of major infrastructure works in comparative perspective; research on the Italian case through in-depth interviews and discourse analysis of documentation available both online and offline (21 December 2016 - 20 February 2017).

· 2015-2016 - Member of the research project "Rights, Social Capital and Territories. Generative Welfare as a New Frontier", funded under FIR2014 of the University of Catania.

· May-July 2013 - Participation as Research Assistant in the research project "Contextualizing Contestation", directed by Donatella della Porta at the European University Institute, carrying out the following research activity: "Analyzing the No-MUOS protest in Sicily, with particular attention to individual participation during the demonstration."

· November 2012 - Principal Investigator of a University of Catania budget-funded research project for researchers entitled "Political Participation and Protest: from the Occupy Movements to Public Education Movements".

· January 2012 - Foreign member responsible for Italy of the Basic Research Project "The Squatters' Movement in Spain and Europe: Contexts, Cycles, Identities and Institutionalisation", coordinated by Miguel Martinez (Complutense University of Madrid) and funded by the Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation.

· November 2010 - Research activity on the "University Researchers' Movement in Italy".

· October 2009 - Principal Investigator of a University Research Project of the University of Catania, funded through university budget allocations (year 2008), entitled "The 2008/09 University Student Movement: the Wave in Catania".

· February 2009 - National Scientific Coordinator of the research project "Urban Mobilisations and Conflicts: Actors, Coalitions and Movements in Italian Cities", submitted to the Italian Ministry of University and Research within the PRIN 2008 scheme, together with local research units at the Universities of Bergamo (F. Forno), Salento (F. de Nardis), Milano-Bicocca (T. Vitale), and Pisa (M. Andretta). The project was not funded.

· January 2009 - Participation in the research activities of the European transnational network SQEK on occupations in Europe: "Squatting in Europe".

· November 2008 - Coordinator of the research project "The Anomalous Wave under the Volcano", carried out by the study group on "Social Movements and Political Participation", composed of researchers and students from the University of Catania.

· June 2008 - Principal Investigator of a University Research Project of the University of Catania, funded through university budget allocations (year 2007), entitled "Political Participation in Territorial Conflicts in Italy".

· April 2007 - Continuation of the University Research Project of the University of Catania, funded through university budget allocations (year 2006), entitled "New Local Conflicts and Social Movements".

· March 2006 - Principal Investigator of a University Research Project of the University of Catania, funded through university budget allocations (year 2005), entitled "New Local Conflicts and Social Movements".

· 2004-2008 - Participation as collaborator in the EU Framework Programme VI (FP6) project: "DEMOS. Democracy in Europe and the Mobilization of Society" (European coordinator: Donatella della Porta, European University Institute).

· 2 August 2003 - Renewal of the research fellowship for collaboration in scientific research, duration four years, in academic sector SPS/04 - Political Science, research programme: "Change in institutional rules and actors' strategies in Italy", at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· May 2003 - Member of the Research Group on Collective Action in Europe (GRACE) directed by Prof. Donatella della Porta at the European University Institute.

· 2002-2005 - Participation as collaborator responsible for Southern Italy in the EU Framework Programme V (FP5) project: "UNEMPOL. The Contentious Politics of Unemployment in Europe: Political Claims-making, Policy Deliberation and Exclusion from the Labour Market" (European coordinator: M. Giugni, University of Geneva; Italian coordinator: D. della Porta, University of Florence). Research on new labour-related and environmental conflicts in Southern Italy (Fiat in Termini Imerese, Gela petrochemical plant, bridge over the Strait of Messina), commissioned by the Department of Political Science and Sociology, University of Florence.

· 2002-2004 - Participation as collaborator in PRIN 2002, "Political science and cognitive sciences. New paradigms for coping with uncertainty in weakly structured problems" (National coordinator: M. Bonanni, University of Genoa), local unit coordinated by Donatella della Porta (University of Florence) on "Social forums in Italy, France and Germany: three different models of mobilisation", co-funded by the Italian Ministry of University and Research and the University of Florence.

· 2000-2002 - Participation as collaborator in PRIN 2000, coordinated by Prof. Donatella della Porta (University of Florence), on "Political participation and representation: spontaneous citizens' committees and local governments' public policies", co-funded by the Italian Ministry of University and Research and the University of Florence.

· October 2000 - Preparation of a report on "Processes of change in local institutions" within the research project "Province of Catania: Report 2000", commissioned by EURISPES.

· April-October 2000 - Research, in collaboration with Dr Concetta Vacante, for the drafting of a study entitled "Local concertation in Catania: a model of good practices?", within the territorial project REV.TER of the Municipality of Catania.

· 2 August 1999 - Research fellowship for collaboration in scientific research, duration four years, in academic sector Q02X - Political Science, research programme: "Change in institutional rules and actors' strategies in Italy", at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· April 1998-April 1999 - Research on "The analysis of the Official Gazette and daily newspapers from April 1994 to April 1998 concerning appointments in public bodies and offices", commissioned by the Department of Political Science and Sociology of the University of Florence.

· April 1996-June 1997 - Research on "The functioning of local administrations in Southern Italy: the formation of politico-administrative agendas in the Sicilian case", as part of a section of the Strategic Project on Training Processes for Public Administration in Southern Italy, entrusted to the University of Catania, in collaboration with the Universities of Florence and Naples, by the CNR and MURST (contract 95.04646.ST75).

· January 1995-April 1996 - Co-director of the research project on "The socio-economic vulnerabilities of different local systems in Tuscany to the infiltration of organised crime", commissioned by the Region of Tuscany, by Regional Executive Resolution no. 697 of 30 January 1995.

· March 1990-March 1994 - Research activity on "Relations between administrators and entrepreneurs through the procurement system in the Municipality of Catania", at the Department for the Analysis of Political, Social and Institutional Processes, University of Catania.

Teaching Activity

· Academic Year 2025/2026 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 47 hours), taught in person from 1 October 2025 to 14 January 2026; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 42 hours), taught in person from 2 March 2026 to 18 May 2026, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours), taught in person from 5/73/2026 to 29 May 2026, at the Department of Humanities.

· Academic Year 2024/2025 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 47 hours), taught in person from 1 October 2024 to 11 December 2024; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 42 hours), taught in person from 3 March 2025 to 27 May 2025, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours), taught in person from 6 March 2025 to 6 June 2025, at the Department of Humanities.

· Academic Year 2023/2024 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 47 hours), taught in person from 9 October 2023 to 12 December 2023; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 42 hours), taught in person from 4 March 2024 to 8 May 2024, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours), taught in person from 11 October 2023 to 21 December 2023, at the Department of Humanities.

· 19 April 2023 - Organiser and co-convenor, together with Antonio Vesco and Luciano Brancaccio, of the seminar "Antimafia in Sicily and Campania: Between Social Movements and Institutions", within the Degree Programme in Sociology and Social Work, Department of Political and Social Sciences.

· Academic Year 2022/2023 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 47 hours), taught in person from 11 October 2022 to 18 December 2022; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 42 hours), taught in person from 6 March 2023 to 29 May 2023, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours), taught in person from 9 March 2023 to 1 June 2023, at the Department of Humanities.

· 15 November 2022 - Seminar on "Researchers and Activists: A Problematic Relationship" within the PhD programme in Political Science and Sociology at the Scuola Normale Superiore, delivered in collaboration at the Scuola Superiore di Catania.

· Academic Year 2021/2022 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 47 hours), taught partly online and partly in person from 11 October 2021 to 19 January 2022; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 42 hours), taught partly online and partly in person from 14 March 2022 to 25 May 2022, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences.

· 8 October 2021 - Lecture on "Social Movements between the Local and the Global", delivered within the PhD programme in Political Science (cycles XXXIV, XXXV and XXXVI), Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 17 September 2021 - Online seminar, with Donatella della Porta, Federica Frazzetta and Giuliana Sorci, on "Territorial Movements: An Empirical Case in Sicily", held at the Scuola Superiore di Catania.

· Academic Year 2020/2021 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught partly online and partly in person from 14 October 2020 to 23 December 2020; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught partly online and partly in person from 15 March 2021 to 19 May 2021, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences.

· Academic Year 2019/2020 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught from 14 October 2019 to 12 December 2019; Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught online from 16 March 2020 to 19 May 2020, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences.

· Academic Year 2018/2019 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught from 15 October 2018 to 12 December 2018; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Communication Sciences and Languages and Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours) at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania, taught from 7 March 2019 to 31 May 2019.

· Academic Year 2017/2018 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught from 12 March 2018 to 30 May 2018; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Communication Sciences and Languages and Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours) at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania, taught from 8 March 2018 to 1 June 2018.

· 26 May 2018 - Seminar on "Protests in the Cities: Urban Dynamics and Social Movements", delivered within the course Economic and Political Geography, Master's Degree in Global Politics and Euro-Mediterranean Relations, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 24 January 2017 - Seminar on "Protests in the Cities: Urban Dynamics and Social Movements", delivered within the course Economic and Political Geography, Master's Degree in History and Culture of Mediterranean Countries, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2016/2017 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in History, Politics and International Relations (6 CFU / 48 hours), taught from 13 March 2017 to 29 May 2017; Power, Politics, Institutions (3 CFU / 18 hours) in the Master's Degree in Sociology, taught from 9 January 2017 to 30 January 2017; Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Communication Sciences and Languages and Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours) at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania, taught from 13 October 2016 to 27 January 2017.

· 5 May 2016 - Seminar on "Protests in the Cities: Urban Dynamics and Social Movements", delivered within the course Economic and Political Geography, Master's Degree in Global Politics and Euro-Mediterranean Relations, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 5 April 2016 - Lecture on "Dissent in the Cities: Urban Dynamics and Social Movements", delivered within the PhD programme in Political Science (cycles XXIX, XXX and XXXI), Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2015/2016 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programmes in Communication Sciences and Languages and Philosophy (6 CFU / 36 hours) at the Department of Humanities, taught from 16 October 2015 to 29 January 2016; Power, Politics, Institutions (3 CFU / 18 hours) in the Master's Degree in Sociology, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania, taught from 11 to 27 January 2016.

· 31 March 2015 - Lecture on "Women's Political Participation between Social Movements and Associational Networks", delivered within the cycle Gender Seminars. Gender Inequalities and Stereotypes: Rights, Representation, Work, Communication, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2014/2015 - Course instructor for Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Sociology and Social Work (6 CFU / 48 hours); Power, Politics, Institutions (3 CFU / 18 hours) in the Master's Degree in Sociology, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania, taught from 12 to 28 January 2015.

· 30 September 2014 - Lecture on "Political Participation and the Crisis of Institutions: From Territorial Movements to Mobilisations in Higher Education", delivered within the PhD programme in Political Science (cycles XXVIII and XXIX), Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2013/2014 - Course instructor for Political Science (6 CFU / 48 hours) in the interclass Degree Programme in History and Political Science and International Relations, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania. Course taught from 13 March to 16 May 2014.

· 5 June 2013 - Lecture on "Political Participation and Social Movements: Women, Political Networks and Associational Networks", delivered within the course Women, Politics, Institutions, Academic Year 2012/2013, co-funded by the Department for Equal Opportunities of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2012/2013 - Course instructor for Political Science (6 CFU / 48 hours) in the interclass Degree Programme in History and Political Science and International Relations, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania. Course taught from 22 March to 31 May 2013.

· 22 October 2012 - Lecture on "Political Participation and Social Movements: Women, Political Networks and Associational Networks", delivered within the course Women, Politics, Institutions, Academic Year 2011/2012, co-funded by the Department for Equal Opportunities of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 23 May 2012 - Seminar on "Social Movements and the Political System in Italy: the 1960s and 1970s", delivered within the course Italian Political System, Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2011/2012 - Course instructor for Political Science (12 CFU / 96 hours) in the Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania. Course taught from 11 October 2011 to 1 February 2012.

· Academic Year 2010/2011 - Unavailable for curricular teaching activities as a form of protest against the approval of Law 240/2010.

· 19 May 2010 - Political Science seminar on "The Radical Left in the Movements: Social Centres in Italy" (1 CFU / 8 hours), within the Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 29 January 2010 - Lecture on "Political Participation and Social Movements: the Case Study", delivered within the course Women, Politics, Institutions, Academic Year 2009/2010, co-funded by the Department for Equal Opportunities of the Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· Academic Year 2009/2010 - Confirmation of teaching assignment for Public Policy Analysis (4 modules / 32 hours), academic disciplinary sector Political Science (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Government and Administration Sciences, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa), taught from 30 March 2010 to 25 May 2010. Confirmation of teaching assignment for Political Science (7 modules / 56 hours) in the Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, taught from 13 October 2009 to 27 January 2010. Assignment of teaching duties for Political Science (8 modules / 64 hours) in the Degree Programme in Administrative Science, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa), taught from 30 March 2010 to 25 May 2010.

· 8 August 2009 - Training seminar "How Protests Create Communities. Narrating and Analysing Territorial Protest Movements", organised by Edizioni terrelibere.org and the Fondazione Horcynus Orca, at the Horcynus Orca Literary Park, Torre Faro, Messina.

· 24 February 2009 - For the Academic Year 2008/2009, assignment of teaching duties for Local Public Policies (6 modules / 30 hours), academic disciplinary sector Political Science (SPS/04), in the Master's Degree in Public Administration Sciences. Course taught from 23 March to 5 May 2009.

· 7 January 2009 - Lecture on "Political Participation and Social Movements: the Case Study", delivered within the course Women, Politics, Institutions, Academic Year 2008/2009, co-funded by the Ministry for Equal Opportunities, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 8 April 2008 - For the Academic Year 2008/2009, confirmation of teaching assignment for Public Policy Analysis (4 modules / 32 hours) in the Degree Programme in Government and Administration Sciences, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa), taught from 23 March to 5 May 2009. Confirmation of teaching assignment for Political Science (7 modules / 56 hours) in the Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, taught from 16 October 2008 to 28 January 2009.

· 7 March 2007 - For the Academic Year 2007/2008, assignment of teaching duties for Political Science (7 modules / 56 hours) in the Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania. Course taught from 11 October 2007 to 26 January 2008.

· 7 February 2007 - For the Academic Year 2007/2008, confirmation of teaching assignment for Political Science (4 modules / 32 hours) and Public Policy Analysis (4 modules / 32 hours), academic disciplinary sector Political Science (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Government and Administration Sciences, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa). Courses taught from 3 April to 13 May 2008.

· 30 January 2007 - For the Academic Year 2006/2007, assignment of teaching duties for Political Science (4 modules / 24 hours) in the Degree Programme in Government and Administration Sciences (agreement with the Order of Labour Consultants), Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa). Course taught from 15 to 26 May 2007.

· 15 May 2006 - For the Academic Year 2006/2007, assignment of additional teaching duties for Political Science (4 modules / 32 hours) in the Degree Programme in Politics and International Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania. Course taught from 12 October to 7 December 2006.

· 21 March 2006 - For the Academic Year 2006/2007, confirmation of teaching assignment for Political Science (4 modules / 32 hours) and Public Policy Analysis (4 modules / 32 hours), academic disciplinary sector Political Science (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Government and Administration Sciences, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa). Courses taught from 19 March to 29 May 2007.

· 18 May 2005 - For the Academic Year 2005/2006, assignment of teaching duties for Political Science (4 modules / 32 hours) and Public Policy Analysis (4 modules / 32 hours), academic disciplinary sector Political Science (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Government and Administration Sciences, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Modica campus (Ragusa). Courses taught from 2 May to 7 June 2006.

· 26 November 2004 - Seminar on "Social Movements and Spontaneous Citizens' Committees", delivered within the course Political Sociology in the Degree Programme in Administrative Science, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 8 September 2004 - For the Academic Year 2004/2005, confirmation of the contractual teaching assignment for the module "Collective Movements" (1 module / 8 hours) within the course Political Science, 2nd course (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Communication and Public Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Caltanissetta campus. Module taught from 23 May to 1 June 2005.

· 6 April 2004 - For the Academic Year 2003/2004, assignment of the contractual teaching post in Legislative Organisation and Behaviour (6 modules / 60 hours), academic disciplinary sector Political Science (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Political Science (old system), Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania. Course taught from 19 April to 3 June 2004.

· 16 January 2004 - For the Academic Year 2003/2004, assignment of the contractual teaching module "Collective Movements" (1 module / 10 hours) within the course Political Science, 2nd course (SPS/04), in the Degree Programme in Communication and Public Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, Caltanissetta campus. Module taught from 29 January to 4 February 2004.

· 6-13 May 2003 - Seminars on "Political Participation and Collective Identities" and "Collective Movements", delivered within the course Political Science in the Degree Programme in Communication and Public Relations, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 18-19 December 2001 - Seminar on "The No/Global Movement in Italy, before, during and after Genoa", delivered within the course Italian Political System, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 19-20 November 2001 - Seminar on "The 1968 Movement in Italy", delivered within the course Italian Political System, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 23, 28-30 May 2001 - Seminars on "Political Participation", "Groups and Movements", and "Public Policies", delivered within the course Political Science (2nd course), Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 24-25 November 2000 - Seminar on "Political Participation, Groups and Movements", delivered within the course Political Science (1st course), Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 14-15, 21-22 November 2000 - Seminar on "The Movements of the 1960s-1970s and the Political System in Italy", delivered within the course Italian Political System, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 15-17 May 2000 - Seminar on "Political Participation, Groups and Movements", delivered within the course Political Science (2nd course), Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 14 December 1999 - Seminar on "Collective Movements and the Political System in Italy", delivered within the course Italian Political System, Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania.

· 22-24 November 1999 - Seminar on "Political Participation, Groups and Movements", delivered within the course Political Science (1st course), Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania

Conferences and Papers Presented

· 3-5 June 2026 - Chair of the panel "Strategy" and discussant of the panel "Environmental Struggles" at the international conference "Social Movements Studies in Intense Times: A Conference to Honour Donatella della Porta's Work", held at the Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence.

· 14-16 May 2026 - Organiser and chair of the Study Days on "Social Movements and Political Participation, 5th Edition", promoted by the SISP Standing Group "Social Movements and Political Participation" and the journal Partecipazione e Conflitto, held at the University of Messina.

· 19 March 2026 - Invited paper entitled "The Other Politics, Movements and Youth Participation: From the No Bridge Movement to Pro-Palestine Mobilisations", presented at the seminar "Movements and Institutions: Beyond Distrust, It Is Time to Participate", at the University of Catanzaro Magna Graecia.

· 11 March 2026 - Organiser and chair of the conference "The Role of NGOs in International Conflicts: The Case of Médecins Sans Frontières in Gaza and the West Bank", with Daniela Irrera (CASD) and Enzo Porpiglia (MSF), at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 26 February 2026 - Invited paper entitled "Contextualising Western Approaches to the Study of Social Movements: Adaptability, Limits and Hybridisations in Extra-European Contexts", presented at the study day "Other Views on Politics: Transformations of Participation, Social Movements and Conflict Processes in Extra-European Contexts", at the University of Turin.

· 4-6 September 2025 - Chair and discussant, together with Giuliana Sorci and Federica Frazzetta, of the panel "Social Movements and Grassroots Political Participation in Times of Multiple Crises", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), held at the University of Naples.

· 25-29 August 2025 - Paper entitled "Student Protests Are Back: the Acampadas and the Global Pro-Palestine Mobilizations in the Universities, from the USA to Sicily", presented at the 2025 ECPR General Conference, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece.

· 6-11 July 2025 - Paper entitled "The Return of Student Mobilizations: the Acampadas and the Global Pro-Palestine Protests in the Universities, from the USA to Sicily", presented at the 5th ISA Forum of Sociology, University of Rabat, Morocco.

· 23 June 2025 - Organiser and chair of the presentation of Donatella della Porta's volume "Guerra all'antisemitismo? Il panico morale come strumento di repressione politica", with Micaela Frulli (University of Florence), at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 29-30 May 2025 - Organiser and chair of the Study Days on "Social Movements and Political Participation, 4th Edition", promoted by the SISP Standing Group "Social Movements and Political Participation" and the journal Partecipazione e Conflitto, held at Sapienza University of Rome.

· 9 April 2025 - Invited paper entitled "Pacifist, Anti-Militarist and No War Movements in Europe", presented at the conference "Rethink Europe", organised by Pensare insieme, Rome-Catania.

· 8 April 2025 - Invited paper entitled "The Anti-Fascism of Social Centres in Italy", presented at the conference "L'antifascisme dans l'espace social entre France et Italie", at the École Normale Supérieure, Paris.

· 14-16 February 2025 - Participation in the international conference "People's Platform Europe: Reclaim the Initiative", organised by the Academy of Democratic Modernity, at the University of Vienna.

· 16 December 2024 - Invited paper entitled "Social Movements in the 1960s and 1970s", presented at the conference "La strage di piazza Fontana", at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 13 December 2024 - Organiser and chair of the public meeting "The Kurdish Question: Institutions and Participatory Processes in Rojava (Democratic Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria)", at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 12-14 September 2024 - Chair and discussant, together with Giuliana Sorci and Federica Frazzetta, of the panel "Contentious Politics in Times of Multiple Crises", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), held at the University of Trieste.

· 25 April 2024 - Invited paper presented at the conference "Les expériences antifascistes et les fascistes par le bas. L'exemple des centri sociali et des occupations", at the École Normale Supérieure, Paris.

· 16 February 2024 - Invited paper presented at the International Conference "Political Prisoners in Turkey: Where Goes the Path of Freedom and Peace", organised by the EU Turkey Civic Commission, at the European Parliament, Brussels.

· 14 December 2023 - Organiser and chair of the conference "Liberation Movements in Palestine and Kurdistan. Which Strategies? Towards/Beyond the Nation State", at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 14-16 September 2023 - Chair and discussant, together with Giuliana Sorci, of the panel "Social Movements and Collective Action during Current Multiple Crises", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), held at the University of Genoa.

· 4-8 September 2023 - Paper entitled "What Favours and What Constrains the Spread of Anti-War and Anti-Militarist Movements? The Mobilizations against the US/NATO Military Bases in Sicily", presented at the 17th ECPR General Conference (Section: Participation and Mobilization between Crises, Polarization, and New Challenges to Democracy), Charles University, Prague.

· 15-19 July 2023 - Chair of the panel "Power Relations and Participation in Social Movements" and presentation of the paper "Which Factors Facilitate and Which Hinder the Spread of Anti-War and Anti-Militarist Protest Movements? The Mobilizations against the US/NATO Military Bases in Sicily", at the IPSA-AISP 27th World Congress of Political Science, Universidad Católica Argentina, Buenos Aires.

· 26-27 May 2023 - Organiser, chair and discussant of the Study Days on "Social Movements and Collective Action in Times of Multiple Crises", promoted by the SISP Standing Group "Social Movements and Political Participation" and the journal Partecipazione e Conflitto, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 24 May 2023 - Organiser and chair of the public meeting "Peace in Kurdistan: Turkey at a Crossroads?", within the UNILAB project, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 18 April 2023 - Organiser and chair of the public meeting "Opportunities and Dangers of the Third World War", promoted by the Academy of Democratic Modernity, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 14 December 2022 - Organiser and chair of the public meeting "Testimonies from Kurdistan", with the civil delegation returning from North-East Syria, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 12 December 2022 - Organiser of the presentation, within the UNILAB project, of the trilogy Futuri Urbani: Città ostile; Città fragile; Città viva, edited by the collective Criticity, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 24-25 November 2022 - Paper entitled "From Comiso to Niscemi (via Sigonella): Anti-Militarist Movements and Mobilisations against Wars in Sicily", presented at the Study Day "Antimilitarism and Society in Italy, 1970-2020", organised at Paul Valéry University, Montpellier, France.

· 8-10 September 2022 - Chair, together with Federica Frazzetta and Giuliana Sorci, and discussant of the panels "Social Movements and Collective Action in Pandemic Time" and "Social Movements and Collective Actions out of Europe", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), held at Sapienza University of Rome.

· 9-11 September 2021 - Chair, together with Federica Frazzetta and Giuliana Sorci, of the panel "Political Participation, Discourses and Identities" at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), held online.

· 10-15 July 2021 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "In Solidarity with the Migrants: The Successful Mobilization in the 'Diciotti Ship' Case at the Port of Catania in Sicily", presented at the IPSA-AISP Virtual 26th World Congress of Political Science (RC05.12: Cities and Migration: Conflicts and Solutions).

· 7 May 2021 - Invited paper entitled "The Network of Squats and Social Centres in Europe", presented at the online conference "From Mediated Europe to Median Europe. Europeanisation from Below", organised by EUREACT at the University of Catania.

· 16 April 2021 - Organiser and chair of the webinar "Incinerators and Territorial Impact", within the interdepartmental REVERSE project of the University of Catania, together with Coordinamento No Discarica Armicci-Bonvicino, UNILAB, and Ecologia Politica.

· 9 April 2021 - Organiser and chair of the webinar "Environmental Conflicts and Territorial Committees: Beyond Dominant Rhetorics", within the interdepartmental REVERSE project of the University of Catania, together with Coordinamento No Discarica Armicci-Bonvicino, UNILAB, and Ecologia Politica.

· 23-27 February 2021 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "Resisting the Militarization of Territory beyond Environmental and Health Protection: the No MUOS Movement in Sicily", presented at the IV ISA Virtual Forum of Sociology, Challenges of the 21st Century: Democracy, Environment, Inequalities, Intersectionality (S584 The Changing Dynamics of Political Solidarities), organised by the University of Porto Alegre, Brazil.

· 4 June 2020 - Organiser of the webinar with Donatella della Porta entitled "Generations in Movement: Fridays for Future and the Transformations in Environmental Justice Mobilisations before and after the Pandemic Crisis", within the PhD programme in Political Science, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 17-18 December 2019 - Invited paper entitled "Urban Social Movements: from LULUs Conflicts to Squatting for Social Centres in Italy", presented at the international workshop "The Right to Housing and the Right to the City in Latin America and Europe", at Uppsala University, Sweden.

· 3 November 2019 - Invited paper entitled "The Turkish Invasion of Northern Syria and the Revolution of Democratic Confederalism in Rojava", presented at the conference "Stop the War - Solidarity with the Kurdish People", organised by and held at the Municipality of Acireale.

· 24-26 October 2019 - Participation in the SqEK - Squatting Everywhere Kollective Annual Conference 2019, held at the social centres El EKO and La Canica, Madrid.

· 16-18 October 2019 - Tutor coordinator and participant in UNICOMICS, the first "Festival of Political Comics. Satire and Politics", organised by the UNILAB Project and the University Coordination, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 24 September 2019 - Invited paper entitled "Territorial Movements against Environmental Devastation (and Beyond): from No TAV to No MUOS", presented at the conference "Schools Facing the Environmental Crisis and Climate Change", organised by CESP at the school G. Pizzigoni, Catania.

· 18-21 September 2019 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "'None Is Illegal': A Successful Mobilization in Solidarity with the Migrants Disembarked from the 'Diciotti' Ship at the Port of Catania in Sicily", presented at the ISA RC21 Conference In and Beyond the City. Emerging Ontologies, Persistent Challenges and Hopeful Futures (S20: Governing Urban Illegalities. Government, Risk Management and Collective Action in the Global North and Global South), University of Delhi.

· 12-14 September 2019 - Coordinator of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements", together with Massimiliano Andretta; chair and discussant, together with Massimiliano Andretta, of the panel "Immigration as Contentious Issue: Actors, Media and Strategies"; presentation of the papers, with Federica Frazzetta, "A Successful Mobilization in Solidarity with the Migrants: the Case of the 'Diciotti' Ship at the Port of Catania in Sicily", and with Donatella della Porta, Niccolo Bertuzzi and Giuliana Sorci, "LULUs Movements in Multilevel Struggles: A Comparison of Four Movements in Italy", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Salento, Lecce.

· 4-7 September 2019 - Paper with Donatella della Porta, Niccolo Bertuzzi and Giuliana Sorci entitled "LULUs Movements in Multilevel Struggles: A Comparison of Four Movements in Italy", presented at the 13th ECPR General Conference (Section: The Expanding Repertoire of Political Participation: Causes and Consequences), University of Wroclaw, Poland.

· 27-29 June 2019 - Invited paper presented at the international conference "Social Movements after the Global Crash: Looking Back, Looking Forward", organised by Social Movement Studies Journal, Loughborough University, London.

· 16-17 May 2019 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "A Successful Mobilization in Solidarity with the Migrants: the Case of the Ship 'Diciotti' at the Port of Catania in Sicily", presented at the international conference "The Contentious Politics of Solidarity", at the Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence.

· 23 November 2018 - Invited talk at the screening presentation of the film Sulla mia pelle, at the Teatro Machiavelli, University of Catania.

· 8 November 2018 - Invited paper entitled "Pacifist Movements and Mobilisations against Wars", presented at the seminar "Propositi di pace", at I.T.I. E. Fermi, Syracuse.

· 20-21 October 2018 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "Challenge or Acceptance of Representative Democracy? The Case of Squatted Social Centres in the 2018 Italian General Elections", presented at the annual conference of the Political Sociology Section of the AIS, "Politics, Cities and Social Systems", at Sapienza University of Rome.

· 6-8 September 2018 - Coordinator of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements", together with Lorenzo Mosca; chair, together with Fabio de Nardis, of the panel "Social Movements and Elections between Movement Parties and Abstentionist Choice"; presentation, with Federica Frazzetta, of the paper "Challenge or Acceptance of Representative Democracy? The Case of Squatted Social Centres in 2018 Italian General Elections", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Turin.

· 22-25 August 2018 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "Participation and/or Non-Participation of Social Movement Actors in Institutional Politics? The Case of Squatted Social Centres in the 2018 Italian Political Elections", presented at the 12th ECPR General Conference (Section: Connecting Social Movement Studies and Political Participation Research), University of Hamburg.

· 13-17 June 2018 - Organiser and coordinator of the SqEK - Squatting Everywhere Kollective Conference 2018, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 7 May 2018 - Organiser of the seminar "War and Revolution in Northern Syria. The Experiment of Democratic Confederalism in Rojava", with Davide Grasso, author of Hevalen. Perché sono andato a combattere l'ISIS in Siria, at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 27-28 April 2018 - Paper entitled "Catania 1988-2018. After Thirty Years of Squatting and Self-Management of Social Centres, Which Problematic Questions and Issues Are to Be Addressed?", presented at the international conference "Squatting and Urban Commons", Stockholm University, Sweden.

· 10-14 April 2018 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "Sicily as a Welcoming Land? Only a Few Protests and Discontinuous Struggles of Migrants", presented at the 2018 AAG Annual Meeting, New Orleans, USA.

· 27-28 November 2017 - Paper with Miguel Martinez entitled "Cycles, Waves and Stages of Squatting for Housing and Social Centres in European Cities", presented at the conference "The Conflictual City. Challenges and Development Opportunities for a New Urban Governance", University of Perugia.

· 15-16 November 2017 - Discussant and paper presenter of "Not Only Students, but Also Not Enough: the Waves of Protest in Higher Education in Italy", at the COSMOS Conference: The Contentious Politics of Higher Education. Student Movements in Late Neoliberalism, Scuola Normale Superiore, Florence.

· 5-6 October 2017 - Paper with Giuliana Sorci entitled "Do LULU Movements in Italy Fight Mafia and Corruption? Framing Processes in the No TAV, No Bridge and No MUOS Protest Campaigns", presented at the annual conference of the Political Sociology Section of the AIS, "Politics and Inequalities", University of Calabria.

· 14-16 September 2017 - Coordinator of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements", together with Donatella della Porta; discussant of the panels "Research as Work and the Public Role of Research" (chair: L. Raffini and B. Saracino) and "De-Politicization in the Neoliberalist Era" (chair: F. de Nardis), at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Urbino.

· 6-9 September 2017 - Section Chair, together with Miguel Martinez, for "Impacts of Urban Movements in Local Governance"; panel chair of "Local Impacts of Urban Grassroots and Radical Movements"; paper with Giuliana Sorci entitled "What Impact Have the Anti-Corruption and Anti-Mafia Claims of LULU Mobilizations on Local Governance? The Cases of the No TAV, No Bridge and No MUOS Movements in Italy", presented at the 11th ECPR General Conference, University of Oslo.

· 2-4 June 2017 - Participation in the Squatting Europe Kollective Conference 2017, organised at the Autonomous Social Center KLINIKA, Prague.

· 30-31 May 2017 - Paper, with Miguel Martinez, entitled "The Squatting Movements for Housing and Social Centres: Cycles of Autonomous Urban Politics in European Cities?", presented at the RC48 Mid-term Conference of the International Sociological Association, "From 'the Street' to Public Debate. Social Movements and the Making of Alternatives", at the Department of Education Sciences, University of Catania.

· 17 May 2017 - Invited talk at the seminar "War in Syria and Revolution in Rojava", organised by the University Coordination, University of Catania.

· 15 May 2017 - Invited paper entitled "Freedom and Participation between the Discorsi and Old Songs", presented at the interdisciplinary study day "The Power of Freedom / the Freedom of Power", organised by the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 19 April 2017 - Invited paper entitled "From the Battle of Seattle in 1999 to the Genoa G8 in 2001 and Beyond: Counter-Summits and Transnational Contestation", presented at the seminar "G7: Geopolitical Balances and Protest Movements", organised by the University Coordination, University of Catania.

· 16 March 2017 - Invited talk at the seminar "Depoliticisation in the Neoliberal Era", organised by the University Coordination, University of Catania.

· 9 February 2017 - Invited talk at the presentation of Carlo Formenti's volume La variante populista. Lotta di classe nel neoliberismo, organised by the University Coordination, University of Catania.

· 2 December 2016 - Invited paper entitled "What Forms and Strategies of Action Are Used by Territorial Movements? Variety, Cooperation, Complementarity?", presented at the seminar "Taken Lands, Liberated Lands. Sicilian Movements and Organisations for the Conquest of the Commons", organised by the Festival della Felicita Interna Lorda, ZO Cultural Centre, Catania.

· 18-19 November 2016 - Paper entitled "Not Only Students: Global Waves of Protest in Higher Education in Italy and Beyond", presented at the international conference "History of Social Education: Student Movements, Human Capital and Expert Culture", University of Bucharest.

· 9 November 2016 - Invited paper entitled "The Dismantling of Mass University between Imbalances and Resistances", presented at the debate "Between Meritocracies and Managerialisation: What Future for the University?", organised by the University Coordination, at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 28 October 2016 - Invited talk at the round table on "The Role of Intellectuals and Knowledge in a Changing Society", within the Third Research Colloquium "University and Knowledge. The Challenges of Contemporaneity", organised by the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 10-11 October 2016 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "Squatted Social Centers Activists and 'Locally Unwanted Land Use' Movements in Italy", presented at the Social Movements Conference - Social Movements and Protest: Future Challenges for Research & Practice, University of Brighton, UK.

· 6-7 October 2016 - Paper with Federica Frazzetta entitled "The Two-Way Relationship between Social Centres and LULU Movements in Italy: from No TAV to No MUOS", presented at the annual conference of the Political Sociology Section of the AIS, "Institutions, Politics, Innovation", University of Genoa.

· 15-17 September 2016 - Together with Fabio de Nardis, Coordinator of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements"; chair of the panel "Social Movements and Practices of Resistance in Times of Crisis"; presentation, together with Federica Frazzetta, of the paper "The Activists of Social Centres in the 'Locally Unwanted Land Use' Movements in Italy: from No TAV to No MUOS", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Milan.

· 21 July 2016 - Invited talk at the round table "Research and Movements: When They Converge, Repression Begins", organised by Effimera and the No TAV movement in Venaus (Turin).

· 31 May 2016 - Invited paper entitled "Beyond Square Occupations: from Direct Action to Transnational Networks of Protest", presented at the seminar "Ce n'est qu'un ... #NuitDebout, Chronicles from France in Revolt: from Opposition to the Loi Travail to the Demands of an Evolving Movement", at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 18-23 May 2016 - Invited paper entitled "Squatted Social Centers Activists and 'Locally Unwanted Land Use' Movements in Italy", presented at the international conference "Resistance to Gentrification", organised by SqEK at Erasmus University Rotterdam.

· 27 April 2016 - Organiser and chair of the seminar "The Effects of Permanent Global Wars on Sicily. Not Only Migratory Flows: from the Militarisation of Territory to Protest Movements against Military Bases", at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 1 April 2016 - Invited paper entitled "From Comiso to Niscemi (via Sigonella): Protest Movements against Military Bases in Sicily", presented at the seminar "The Colonisation and Militarisation of Sicilian Territory and Social Responses to These Processes", at the Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Palermo.

· 22 March 2016 - Organiser and chair of the seminar "Territorial Movements from No MUOS to No Triv: Not Only NO. Frame Extension and Bridging in LULU Movements", at the Department of Humanities, University of Catania.

· 18-19 March 2016 - Paper entitled "Squatted Social Centers Activists and 'Locally Unwanted Land Use' Movements in Italy", presented at the international symposium "Urban Activism: A Dialogue - East and West, North and South", at the Department of Public Policy, City University of Hong Kong.

· 22-23 October 2015 - Invited paper entitled "The Many Enemies of Trans/Territorial Movements: Whom Do Protesters Oppose, from No TAV to No MUOS, in LULU Conflicts?", presented at the conference "Return to Conflict. Theories and Experiences in the 21st Century", University of Bari.

· 8-9 October 2015 - Chair and discussant, together with Fabio de Nardis, of the panel "Political Participation and Democratic Forms: from Parties to Movements"; presentation of the volume edited by R. Biorcio, Gli attivisti del Movimento 5 Stelle. Dal web al territorio; member of the Organising Committee of the annual conference of the Political Sociology Section of the AIS, "Power and Society. Leadership, Parties and Movements", University of Catania.

· 10-12 September 2015 - Chair and discussant, together with Fabio de Nardis, of the panel "Practices of Social Resilience/Resistance in Times of Socio-Political Crisis", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Calabria.

· 23 June 2015 - Invited paper entitled "Movements against Mega-Projects", presented at the workshop "Out of the Ordinary. Policy-Making in Cities Facing Extreme Challenges", organised for the Doctoral Programme in Regional Planning and Public Policy by IUAV University of Venice and the International Doctoral Programme in Urban Studies at the Gran Sasso Science Institute, L'Aquila.

· 5 June 2015 - Invited paper entitled "Escaping Alone or Resisting Together? Movements for Income and against Precariousness", presented at the conference "To Escape or to Resist: What Future for Our Generation?", at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 21-23 May 2015 - Invited paper entitled "Resistance to Infrastructure and Military Bases", presented at the international workshop "Squatting Houses, Social Centres and Workplaces: A Workshop on Self-Managed Alternatives to Capitalism", organised by SqEK at the Autonomous University of Barcelona.

· 6-7 May 2015 - Invited paper, with Donatella della Porta, entitled "Beyond the Protest against Electromagnetic Pollution. The Shifting Scale of the No MUOS Movement in Sicily: From NIMBY to NOPE Activism", presented at the international symposium "Big Urban Renewal Projects: Complexity, Controversy and Democratic Challenge", Department of Political Science, Stockholm University.

· 26 March 2015 - Organiser and chair of the seminar "Territorial Movements and Mobilisation Strategies: the No MUOS Movement from Legal Appeals to Direct Action", at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 25 November 2014 - Presentation of the paper, with Donatella della Porta, "Scale Shifting in Territorial Conflicts: the No MUOS Movement from the Local to the Global", within the seminar cycle "Lavori in Corso", at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 16-17 October 2014 - Participation in the Mid-Term Conference "Power and Democracies: Scenarios of Change" of the Political Sociology Section of the AIS, University of Salento.

· 11-13 September 2014 - Chair and discussant, together with Loris Caruso, of the panel "Old and New Conflicts and Territorial Movements"; presentation, with Donatella della Porta, of the paper "Scale Shifting in Territorial Conflicts: the No MUOS Movement from the Local to the Global", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Perugia and University for Foreigners of Perugia.

· 3-6 September 2014 - Paper with Donatella della Porta entitled "Beyond the Protest against Electromagnetic Pollution: the No MUOS Movement in Sicily", accepted for the 8th ECPR General Conference (Section: Environmental Politics), University of Glasgow.

· 20-24 May 2014 - Participation in the international workshop/seminar "From Squatting to Urban Relationships", organised by SQEK at Sapienza University of Rome.

· 30 April 2014 - Invited paper entitled "The Loneliness of Closed Numbers. Restricted Access to University", presented at the conference "INVALSI Tests: The Damage of Standardised Teaching", organised by CESP at I.I.S.S. Gemmellaro, Catania.

· 13 November 2013 - Invited paper at the seminar "Not Only Students, Not Only in Italy: Global Waves of Protest in Higher Education", organised at the University of Palermo.

· 30 October 2013 - Invited talk at the presentation of J. London's volume Lotta di classe e altri saggi sul socialismo di inizio '900, at the Feltrinelli Bookshop, Catania.

· 22 October 2013 - Invited paper entitled "Territorial Movements against Military Bases in Italy", presented at the conference "Foreign Military Bases in Italy: Legal and Territorial Aspects. Reflections on the MUOS Case", University of Catania.

· 19-21 September 2013 - Invited keynote speaker for Session 12, "The Consequences of the Crisis: Conflicts over Housing, Labour and Social Rights", coordinated by L. Caruso and E. Gargiulo, at the 6th Annual ESPAnet Italia Conference 2013, "Italy, Europe: Social Integration, Political Integration", University of Calabria.

· 12-14 September 2013 - Chair and discussant, together with Fabio de Nardis, of the panel "Economic and Financial Crisis and Political Participation"; discussant of the panel "Doing Research in Precarious Contexts: Co-Research, Inquiry, Self-Inquiry, Action Research", within the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Florence.

· 11-16 March 2013 - Paper entitled "The Transnational Dimension of the Student and 'Education Workers' Mobilizations Worldwide: the Case Study of the 'International Student Movement'", presented at the 41st ECPR Joint Sessions of Workshops (W6: The Transnational Dimension of Protest: from the Arab Spring to Occupy Wall Street), University of Mainz, Germany.

· 30 January 2013 - Invited talk at the presentation of the edited volume by T. Drago (2012), Preferisco di No. I ricercatori 'indisponibili' e la 'riforma epocale', at the Laterza Bookshop, Bari.

· 19 January 2013 - Invited paper at the conference "Not Only Students: Global Waves of Protest in Higher Education", organised by the Youth Council and the Centro di iniziativa democratica of Palazzolo (Syracuse).

· 13-14 October 2012 - Paper entitled "Between Political Opportunities and Strategic Choices: a Case Study of Protest Campaign against Eviction of an Occupied Social Centre in Italy", presented at "Theory, Action and Impact of Social Protest: An Interdisciplinary Conference", University of Kent, Canterbury, UK.

· 13-15 September 2012 - Chair and discussant, together with Loris Caruso, of the panel "Labour Conflicts" within the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), Roma Tre University.

· 21 May 2012 - Presentation of issue no. 1/2012 of Partecipazione e Conflitto on "Squatting Europe: the Squatting Movement and Social Centres in Europe", with P. Mudu (University of Washington, Tacoma), at the Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania.

· 27 February 2012 - Invited talk at the meeting "SQEK and the European Squatting Movements: Research and Methodological Approaches", City University of New York (CUNY), New York City.

· 24 February 2012 - Paper entitled "Between Political Opportunities and Strategic Choices: a Case Study of Protest Campaign against Eviction of a Social Centre in Italy" (with Valentina Genovese), presented at the 2012 AAG Annual Meeting, New York City.

· 22 February 2012 - Invited paper entitled "Squatting in Europe and the Italian Social Centres", presented at the departmental colloquium "Social Movement Scenes and Occupied Spaces: Some Notes and Reflections on Italy", Department of Sociology, University of Pittsburgh, USA.

· 21 February 2012 - Invited talk at the panel "Squatting and Social Centers in Europe and the United States", organised by the Community Curation Program at The Big Idea Cooperative Bookstore, Pittsburgh.

· 24 November 2011 - Invited talk at the seminar "Politics, Society and Scales of Power in Rome", on the occasion of the presentation of the volume edited by E. D'Albergo and G. Moini, Questioni di scala. Societa civile, politiche e istituzioni nell'area metropolitana di Roma (2011), at the Department of Social Sciences, Sapienza University of Rome.

· 8-10 September 2011 - Coordinator, together with Lorenzo Mosca, of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements"; chair of the panel "Between Participation and Conflict: New Movements, New Media and New Forms of Democracy"; presentation of the paper "From the Lecture Halls to the Rooftops: the 2010 University Researchers' Movement in Italy", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), University of Palermo.

· 24-27 August 2011 - Paper entitled "From the Classrooms to the Roofs: the 2010 University Researchers' Movement in Italy", presented at the 6th ECPR General Conference (S65: Contentious Politics in Times of Crisis), University of Iceland, Reykjavik.

· 29-31 March 2011 - Paper entitled "Between Political Opportunities and Strategic Choices: the Protest Campaign against Eviction of CPO Experia in Catania (Sicily)" (with Valentina Genovese), presented at the international workshop "Squatting Europe Kollective Meeting", organised at New Yorck in Bethanien, Berlin.

· 2 December 2010 - Presentation of the volume Alla ricerca dell'Onda, Franco Angeli 2010, with Fabio de Nardis (University of Salento) and Alberta Giorgi (University of Milano-Bicocca), at the Faculty of Political Science, University of Catania, under the title "From Research on the Wave to the Wave of Research: Conflicts and Political Participation in the University Movements 2008-2010".

· 16-18 September 2010 - Coordinator, together with Donatella della Porta, of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements"; together with Valentina Genovese, chair of the panel "The Political Dimensions of Squatted Social Centres in Europe"; presentation of the paper "Squatted Social Centres between Political Opportunity Structure and Strategic Choices: a Case Study", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), IUAV University of Venice.

· 8-10 October 2009 - Paper entitled "The Decision-Making of the Italian Social Centres: a Comparative Case Study in Catania", presented at the international workshop "Political Squatting and Social Housing Innovation in Europe", organised at the University of Milano-Bicocca.

· 17-19 September 2009 - Together with Donatella della Porta, Coordinator of the thematic section "Participation and Social Movements"; chair of the panel "Student and Youth Movements: a Historical and Transnational Perspective", at the Annual Conference of the Italian Political Science Association (SISP), LUISS University, Rome. Presentation of the paper "The Anomalous Wave under the Volcano: Self-Research on the 2008 University Movement in Catania".

· 2-5 September 2009 - Paper entitled "The 2008 'Anomalous Wave' University Movement in Italy: a Self-Research Case Study in Catania", presented to the Research Network on Social Movements; paper entitled "Beyond the Territory: LULU Movements and Political Participation in Italy", presented in the ad hoc session "Social Movements and Political Participation in Italy: from the Phenomenon to the State of the Art", at the 9th Conference of the European Sociological Association, ISCTE-IUL, Lisbon.
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